

Publication Date: Wednesday, June 3, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
[bookmark: _Hlk133567777][bookmark: _Hlk172559479]
[bookmark: _Hlk184195248]Proposals
[bookmark: _Hlk210115451][bookmark: _Hlk204860143][bookmark: _Hlk193964646][bookmark: _Hlk193801019][bookmark: _Hlk193192101][bookmark: _Hlk193191978][bookmark: _Hlk189821225][bookmark: _Hlk203126001][bookmark: _Hlk207181105]
[bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-270 C.M.R. Ch. 1, Procedures 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P146
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: The proposed changes would update agency rules to reflect P.L. 2025, Chapter 593, which requires paid communications to the public containing images or audio of a candidate that have been misleadingly manipulated or altered to contain a specific disclosure statement, and P.L. 2025, Chapter 600, which increased the spending threshold for communications to the public that require the filing of an “independent expenditure report” from spending $250 per candidate to spending $1,000 per candidate. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Wednesday, June 24, 2026 @ 9:00 a.m., Commission Office, 45 Memorial Circle, Second Floor, Augusta, Maine 
[bookmark: _Hlk205191996]COMMENT DEADLINE: 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 8, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Julie Aube, Commission Assistant
Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices
135 State House Station, Augusta, ME  04333
(207) 287-4179 phone
(207) 287-6775 fax
Julie.Aube@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): No impact
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 1 M.R.S. § 1003(1)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): 21-A M.R.S. §§ 1014 & 1019-B. 
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  

[bookmark: ][bookmark: ][bookmark: _Hlk124326626][bookmark: _Hlk175658805][bookmark: _Hlk175657783]Adoptions

[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Milk Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-015 C.M.R. Ch. 3, Schedule of Minimum Milk Prices (Order #06-26)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-121 (Emergency Rule)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Minimum June 2026  Class I price is $27.28/cwt. plus $1.65/cwt. for Producer Margins, an over-order premium of $1.04/cwt as prevailing in Southern New England, and a $0.47/cwt. handling fee, for a total of $30.64/cwt., which includes a $0.20/cwt Federal promotion fee.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, May 31, 2026 

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Julie-Marie Bickford
Agency Name: Maine Milk Commission
Mailing Address: SHS 28, Augusta, ME 04333-0028
Telephone Number: (207)287-7521
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Maine Office of Community Affairs
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 08-001 CMR Ch. 2, Rule Regarding Housing Opportunity Program Grants
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-124

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Office repealed this rule. The Housing Opportunity Program, in September 2025, moved to the Maine Office of Community Affairs (MOCA) from the Department of Economic and Community Development. MOCA’s programs are exempt from the Department of Administrative and Financial Services’ statutes governing grants and contracts. 5 M.R.S. § 3205(2). Due to this exemption, the criteria listed in 08-001 CMR Ch. 2 is no longer applicable. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, June 2, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Hilary Gove, Housing Opportunity Program Coordinator
Agency Name: Maine Office of Community Affairs
Mailing Address: 127 SHS, Augusta, Maine 04330 
Telephone Number: 207-441-9137
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Maine Office of Community Affairs
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 08-000 C.M.R. Ch.1, Rules for Appeal of Grant Awards 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-125

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This is a new rule adopted by the Maine Office of Community Affairs. This rule defines the procedures and criteria to be used in the appeal of grant awards, outlines the appointment of a hearing officer, describes procedures to be used in hearing an appeal and how appellants will be notified of final agency action pursuant to 5 M.R.S. §§ 9051, 9052-9064. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, June 2, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Hilary Gove, Housing Opportunity Program Coordinator
Agency Name: Maine Office of Community Affairs
Mailing Address: 127 SHS, Augusta, Maine 04330 
Telephone Number: 207-441-9137
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
[bookmark: _Hlk61438411]CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 36, Atlantic Herring (2026 Season 1 Open)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-126 (Emergency Rule)

[bookmark: _Hlk63943327][bookmark: _Hlk3455778]CONCISE SUMMARY:
	
The Days Out Commissioners have set zero landing days for June 1 to July 19, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. for Season 1 (June 1 – September 30) of the Atlantic herring fishery. Beginning Sunday, July 19, 2026, at 6:01 p.m., five landing days have been designated: Sundays at 6:00 p.m. through Fridays at 6:00 p.m. Weekly landing limit for Atlantic herring Category A permitted vessels is 240,000 pounds. Harvester vessels may not transfer herring at-sea to a carrier vessel. Carrier vessels may not receive herring from a harvester vessel while at-sea. The Commissioner has determined that it is necessary to take emergency action to comply with the changes to the interstate management of the Atlantic herring resource and to reduce the risk of an overage in the Area 1A sub-ACL that could deplete the supply of Atlantic herring. The Commissioner hereby adopts this emergency regulation as authorized by 12 M.R.S. §6171(3)(C).  

EFFECTIVE DATE:			Saturday, May 30, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:	Melissa Smith (207-441-5040)
AGENCY NAME:			Department of Marine Resources
ADDRESS:				State House Station 21
					Augusta, Maine 04333-0021
WEB SITE:				https://www.maine.gov/dmr/rules-enforcement/regulations-rules
E-MAIL: 				Melissa.Smith@maine.gov 
FAX:					(207) 624-6024
TTY: 					(888) 577-6690 (Deaf/Hard of Hearing)


AGENCY: Maine State Housing Authority
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 99-346 C.M.R. Ch. 16, Low Income Housing Tax Credit Rule
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-127

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The rule is the qualified allocation plan for allocating and administering the federal low-income housing tax credit in the State of Maine, including without limitation the State’s housing credit ceiling for calendar years 2027 and 2028, as required pursuant to Section 42 of the Internal Revenue Code.  The rule repeals and replaces the current Chapter 16, Low Income Housing Tax Credit Rule, regarding the allocating and administering of the credit for calendar years 2025 and 2026. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, June 3, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Ashley Carson
Agency Name: Maine State Housing Authority
Mailing Address: 26 Edison Drive, Augusta, ME 04330
Telephone Number: 207-624-5728
Email Address: acarson@mainehousing.org 
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